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The Independent Massachusetts School Building 
Authority Runs the Commonwealth's 

School Building Grant Program 
The MSBA was created to replace the former unsustainable school 

building assistance program: 

* 428 projects built up on a Waiting List 
10-15 year wait for state funding 
Committed over $1 1 Billion in state funding without a dedicated 
funding source 

= Audit backlog of over 800 projects 
Little control or oversight 

Chapter 208 of the Acts of 2004 ended the former school building 
assistance program and created the MSBA, charged with: 

Succeeding to the powers of the Department of Education, inheriting 
over $11 billion in outstanding payments for 1,156 projects authorized 
under the former program; - Achieving the effective management, planning and financial 
sustainability of a new program for school building construction grants; 
Revising regulations for a new program of grants for school 
construction 
Maintaining new Grant Program within a statutory cap and availability 
of funds. 
Ending moratorium and accepting applications for new Grant Program 
starting July, 2007 2 



Massachusetts' Version of the Marshall Plan for 
School Construction 

Massachusetts has expended over $20B--$15B i n  state tax dollars-- o n  
local schoolhouse capital facilities over the past 20 years 

- Of the 1,817 schools In the Commonwealth, 1 , I  56, or 63%, are 
currently or recently reimbursed for construction or renovatton projects 
undertaken between 1986 and 2005 with an approximate MSBA cost 
of $1 1 billion 

The condition of the 1,817 Massachusetts schools is generally good 

- Over 76% rated in generally good condition 
- Only 3%, or 62 schools, rated in need of substantial work 
- There was little correlation between the relative wealth of a school 

district and the general condition of the school buildings within that 
district 

Almost one-half of the current school facility square footage is  new or 
recently renovated-are these projects being maintained? 

Massachusetts schools have been built 32% t o  39% larger, on average, 
than the maximum gross square footage space requirements per 
student in  the Department of Education regulations 3 












































